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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director, Foreign Broadcast Information Service
THROUGH : Chief, Uperations Group

SUBJECT

Monthly Report -- Nicosia Bureau —— March 1988

I. GENERAL.

The new Cyprus government hesded by Yeoryious Vasiliow continued
its settling-in process duwring March with very few signs of any
significant departure from the policies of the former Eyprianow
administration. In view of Communist support for the new president, one
of ow fears was that the new government might give a hard look at
continued FEBIS activity in Cyprus. However, this was guickly put to rest
when early in the month the embassy received & Note Verbale from the GOC
suggesting that we once agein get together with the GOC to discuss an
increase in owr annual Honorariuam payment. The embassy responded that we
are prepared to discuss the issue whenever the 60C can fix a date. The
texts of both Notes Verbale were tranesmitted to Washington.

II. OFERATIONS

A Monidtorial /Editorial

Lo With the tension continuwing in the Soviet Republics of
Armenia and Azerbailjan, the bureaw’'s Chief Monitor/Russian Monitor and
Senior Persian/Ormenian Monitor took over the daily watch on Yerevan and
Bakw Domestic and International Services as March drew to a close, with
assistance from almost all sections of the bureaw. BEC Armenian/Azeri
monid tar Mark Sarafvan remained on TDY in Nicosia all month, wntil 30
March, the day before his retirement. The bureau kept open watch on the
radios for several shifts early in the month and again on the night of
254 March, when London alerted us to a report that the Armenian party
chief had made a televised appeal to the people to remain calm and to
refrain from holding a planned demonstration on 26 March. BRakuw and
Yaerevan did not carry the report during ow open watch, but did carry the
item later the next morning.

Additional positions were hooked up to the 10-channel
recorder so that Raku and Yerevan Domestic Services could be recorded from
sigr-on to sign-off daily. As the Fersian/Armenian Monitor began
preparing to take over the bulk of the Bakuw/Yerevan watch and resumed
tutorial sessions to polish up her rusty Armenian skills, the bureau was
left with only one full-time Persian monitor. To ease ow workload, the
EBERC assumed coverage of ouwr two sarly morning caste from Tehran Domestic
Service as of 22 March. A coverage plan was established under which some
Azeri and Russian casts will be phone-patched to the BBEC daily, additional
Batuw International Service casts will be checked daily by Lthe bureauw’'s
contract Turkish/feeri monitor, and additional reliance will be placed on
Arabic and other language versions from the radios which will be compared
to Armenian versions Lo ease the Armenian workload and ensure the
reliability of items produced from Srmenian.
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2. Reports of Saucdi Arabia’s purchase of Chinese "&illkworm"
missiles and Israeli threats to destroy them led to a headguarters regquest
on 26 March for a special watch on Saudi television for reports on the
missiles. Nicosia Bureauw started an open watch on the Saudi television
Firat Frogram from satellite, established the current schedule of
newscasts, and then maintained daily coverage of three daily Programs dnbo
early April. Neither Nicosia nor Banghkolk, however, were able to observe
the Second Frogram, which had been seen on satellite in recent months.

= The renewed "war of the cities" between Tehran and Baghdad
d throughout the month. Irag’'s new ability to strike Tehran with
missiles prompted onuch reaction among lranian leaders and in Tranian
madia, much of it directed against the Soviet Union, which supplies Iracg
with "Scud" missiles. Iran’s criticism of the USSR was the subiect of a
16 March Trends article. The war continued along the fronts as well, with
Tram reporting the liberation of Halabjah on 17 March and claiming that
Iragi forces had bombed the city with chemical weapons. The bureau filed
Videon Selection Lists from extensive Tehran TV coverage of the city, and
on @9 March ITRNA announced that Tehran television wouwld air a 22-minute
documentary on Halabjah as well as relaying it for worldwide distribution
via satellite. Although the bureauw recorded Tehran television Networl-i
that night and set up an intercept of two passfeed channels for the
expected relay, the program was nobt monitored.

3

4.  The local embassy asked the bureauw from 11 to 1% March to
watch for reaction from area media to the announced U.5. decision on
closing the FLO office in New York. Responsive items from incoming and
outgoing files were passed to the embassy, but the volume and tone of the
reaction was not remarkable.

B. Technical

1o The construction of the six long-wire antennas in the
compound was completed in March, and testing is to be carried out in
April.  The trenches for the antenna lead—in cables were covered and the
grounds were cleared and leveled.

2e Frofilon, a Mylar—~type material, was placed on the inside
of all windows in the bureaw as a security measure to protect against
shattering glass in event of an incident. An alarm on the vault door was
connected to the embassy’'s Marine guard alarm panel in accordance with
State Department security recommendations.

de Paris AFF upgraded ite service to the bureaw from 50 to HOO0
baud transmission speed on 2% March, at the same time going from the
all-~capitals Baudot code to ABCIT, with capitals and lower case.

4. Extra flowrescent lighting fixtures were installed in the
editorial and teletype areas.

e Eguipment received: One audio Amplifier, Videotek Model
ADA~1&4, from Headguarters.,

o Equipment transferred: One Farinon meter/alarm panel for
use with Farinon microwave communications equipment, to Abidian Bureau.
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III. ADMINISTRATION

A Personne)
1o Senior Editor wife Mancy gave birth to a STAT
daughter, kEelly Michelle, on 17 March. Mother and daughter are doing
well,
2. Senior Editor departed for the United STAT

States for RUR on 24 March.

Iv. VISITS

’ 1. BBEC Armenian monitor Mark Sarafvan departed on 31 March.

2. TDY editors completed STAT
their training programs, departing on 1 and 2 April, respectively.
STAT
Rufealn Chiaef
M osi a Bureau

ATTACHMENT: Froduction Report

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/06/11 : CIA-RDP91-01355R000400100009-6




Nicosia Bureau Production Report for

I. TOTALS FROM ALL SOURCES:

TOTAL FUBLISHABLE WORDAGE FILED DURING MONTH:
TOTAL NON~-FPUBLISHARLE WORDAGE FILED DURING
TOTAL NUMBER OF PUBLISHARLE ITEMS FILED

iT1. INFUT OF REGULAR COVERAGE:
(minutes or per  weel)

lasuns

ITI. QUTFUT FROM ALL SOURCES:

ipublishable words per month)

CLANDEST INE
(Clandestine)
Aralyi o
(Clandestine)
English
(Clandestine)
Arabilc
(Clandestins)
fArabic

Hadio Free Lebanon in

Radio Free Lebanon in

Yoice of Falestine in

Voice of the PMountain in

CHINA
Bei jing in

Fersian to Iran

CYFRUS

Micosia Domestic Service in
Greek

Micosia Television Service in
Greek

Micosia BIRLIE in
Turiish

Micosia CYFRUS MATL in
English

Micosia ELEVTHEROTIFIA

DHEFTERAS in
Greek

Nicosia ELEVTHERDTIFIA in
Greet:

Micosia I SIMERINIT
Greal

Nicosia [ SIMERINI in
Greek

TIS DHEFTERALR in

March

MONTH:
DURTING MONTH:

BROAD -

AT

LOE585. 00

mira.

11800

ZO0

240

B200

O

124650

790

1986

FRESS
AGENCIES

HER2EEHG OO0

Mmifa
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T4BEE0
120260
F42

FUBLI-
CATIONS

118.00

1Bl

1670

H90

1140
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Nicosia FHARAVYI DHEFTERAS in

Gresel:
MNicosia FHARAVYI in
Greelk

Micosia O FILELEVTHEROS TIS
DHEFTERAS in

Greak
Micosia O FILELEVTHEROS in

Greslk
Nicosia TA NEA in
Greel:

EGYFT

Cairo Domestic Service in
Arabioc

Cairo Television Service i1n
English

Cairo MENMA in
arabic

Cairo MENA 1n
English

FRANCE
Faris AFF in
Enalish

GREECE

fGthens Domestic Bervice in
Greelk

Athens ATHERNS NEWS in
Erglish

Athens ELEVTHEROTIFIA in

Greel
Athens 1T FATHIMERINI in
Greal:

Athens EIRIAFKATIEID ELEVTHEROTIFIA in
Oreel:
Athens EIRIAEATIEDS RIZOSFASTIS in

Grewml
Athens RIZOSFASTIS in
Greelk

TRAN

Tehran International Service in
Arabic

Tehran International Service in
Turkish
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BROAD- FRESE FUBLT~
CABTS AGENCIES CATIONS

16710

EAEL0

GEAG

SEHBEH0

1840

1460
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1800

N
1260

240

=EO0
40

&0

1
O
540




Tehran Domestic Service in
Farsian

Tehtran Television SBervice in
Fersian

LERANON
Beirut Domestic Service in
Arabic

Beirut Domsstic bHervice in
Ernalish
Beirut Voice of Lebanon in
Brabilc '
Beirut Yoice of Kational
Resistance in
Arabic
"Uvun Lebanon VYoice of Hops in
Arabhic
Beirut AL-NAHAR AL-"AaRART WA
AL-DUWALT in
Arabic
Beirut AL-NAHAR in
Arabic
Beirut AL-SAFIR in
Arabic
Beirut AL-SHIRA in
Arabic
Beirut MONDAY MORNING in
English

Mar j

LIEBEYA
Tripoli Voice of Greater Arab
Homel and in

Arabic

Tripoli Domestic Ssrvice in
Arabic

TUREEY

Ankara YANET in
Turkish

ITstanbul BULVAR in
Tuwrkish

Istanbul CUMHURIYET in
Tur ki sh

Istanbul DUNYA in
Tuwr ki sh

Tatanbul GUNAYDIN in
Tuwrkish
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EROAD— FRESS FURL T~

CASTS AGENCIES CATIONG
17990
EETBO
PERRTINAN
G870
18090
w00
158G

)

740

OO0

1080

0
280
GHEC

i)

280

BIAHD

]

B520
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ITstanbul HURRIYET in
Turkish

Istanbul MILLIYET in
Turkish

Istanbul TERCUMAN in
Turkish

UNION OF SOVIET S0CIALIST REFURLICS

Moscow  in
Greek to Cyprus

Moscow  1in
Greek to Greece

Moscow in
Fersian to Iran

Mosocow Radio Peace and Progress in
Fersian

Bakuw International Service in
fArmenian

Yerevan International Service in
Armerian

Baku Domestic Servics in
Az el

Balku Domestic Service in
Armenian

Baku Domestic Service in
Russilan

Yerevan Domestic Service in
Ar meni an

Yaravan Domestic Service in
Fussl an

4

BROAD-
CASTS

1360

G20

11180

ZOP0

240

FOTO

196G

Décias'si%'ied in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/06/11 : CIA-RDP91-01355R000400100009-6

FRESS FURLT -~
AGENCIES CATIONS

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/06/11 : CIA-RDP91-01355R000400100009-6




